
DrawNear
a four week preaching series during weekend Mass

Week Two
He Knows Your Challenges;
His Presence Heals You
“Jesus saw them…”  Luke 17: 11-19

TheGospel
TheChallenge

ThePreaching

As Jesus continued his journey to 
Jerusalem,

he traveled through Samaria and 
Galilee.

As he was entering a village, ten 
lepers met him.

They stood at a distance from him 
and raised their voices, saying,

“Jesus, Master!  Have pity on us!”

And when he saw them, he said,

“Go show yourselves to the priests.”

As they were going they were 
cleansed. 

And one of them, realizing he had 
been healed,

returned, glorifying God in a loud 
voice;

and he fell at the feet of Jesus and 
thanked him. 

He was a Samaritan.

Jesus said in reply,

“Ten were cleansed, were they not?

Where are the other nine? 

Has none but this foreigner returned 
to give thanks to God?” 

Then he said to him, “Stand up and 
go;

your faith has saved you.”

-Luke 17:11-19

One person came back to Jesus after he was cured of leprosy.  Falling at Jesus’ feet, 
he gave thanks.  The Greek word used for the phrase “to give thanks” is familiar to 
all of us.  It names the most important thing we do at Church each week: the word is 
“Eucharist.”

The Church’s teaching on the Eucharist can be challenging.  To claim that simple 
bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ… well that’s something 
downright hard to believe, especially considering that after the Consecration, it still 
looks and tastes like bread and wine.  

And yet, we know that it is Jesus who first made the claim: “This is my body… This 
is my blood” (Mark 14:22, 24).  Our hearts sense instinctively that we should trust the 
word of Christ, and yet we rely on our eyes which lead us to believe the teaching about 
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist seems too good to be true.  If we are expected to 
believe such an amazing teaching, then the Church has some explaining to do.

From the very beginning of the Church, the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist was 
understood and accepted by Christians.  St. Paul asked the believers in Corinth: “The 
cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?  The bread 
that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” (I Corinthians 10:16).  
When Jesus presented a crowd with the teaching on the Bread of Life, many of his 
disciples walked away and “no longer accompanied Him” (John 6:66).  It appears that 
being a true disciple of Jesus depends squarely on whether or not you believe in the 
Eucharist.

Our senses are truly gifts from God that allow us to enjoy the physical world.  But 
sometimes our senses deceive us.  The way things look… the way things taste… 
Appearances can be misleading.  That is how the Church understands what happens at 
the Eucharist.  What appears to us on the surface of the bread and wine (the things we 
see, touch, taste, smell) doesn’t change during the Consecration.  But by the power of 
Christ’s word, that which is substantial, the thing that makes the bread and wine what 
they are at their most basic level, transforms into something wholly different: the very 
Body and Blood of Jesus.



TheChecklist

Notes&Insights

READ - Pick up the special handout available in church 
this weekend: “Eucharistic Adoration: Drawing Closer to 
Jesus.”  Take time to read it carefully, and learn about the 
importance of Eucharistic Adoration.

PRAY - This week, find in your Bible chapter 6 of the Gospel 
of John.  Read a section of Chapter 6 each day, and meditate 
upon it (What stands out for you?  What seems most 
important?  What is Jesus saying to you in the passage?).  
Chapter 6 starts with the “Multiplication of the Loaves,” 
continues through the “Bread of Life Discourse,” and ends 
with St. Peter’s declaration: “Master, to whom should we go?  
You alone have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68) 

ADORATION - Consider making a Holy Hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration, either by stopping in the Church when all is quiet 
during the day, or at our Parish Holy Hour on Friday at 3:00 
PM (“The Hour of Mercy,” when Jesus died on Calvary).

DAILY MASS - Attend an extra daily Mass this week.  You 
can do it!  Make every effort to add daily Mass and reception 
of the Eucharist to your weekly routine.

SHARE - Have a family discussion about the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist (in the car on the way home from 
church, or around the supper table).  Share stories of how 
you have sensed Christ’s presence at Mass. 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS - Normally at parish Masses, the 
priest has an intention for which the Mass is offered.  Those 
intentions are often arranged with the parish months in 
advance.  But that doesn’t exclude us from offering our own 
special intentions at Mass.  As a family, discuss (and write 
down) the things you will offer your Mass for next weekend.  
When your family arrives at Church, stop by the special 
“Parish Book of Intentions” in the upper lobby of the Church 
(by the cry room), and write in your family intentions.  

ADORATION - Consider making a Holy Hour of Eucharistic 
Adoration as a family, either by stopping in the Church when 
all is quiet during the day, or at the Parish Holy Hour on 
Friday at 3:00 PM (“The Hour of Mercy,” when Jesus died 
on Calvary).  If an hour is too long for your family, come 
for the last 15 minutes – you’ll be there for the Benediction 
Blessing!

CHART - At home this week, take a large piece of paper that 
can be easily posted in a visible place in your home.  As a 
family, write down all the things for which you are grateful.  
Begin the list on Sunday evening, and continue adding to 
the list every day!  If any children are too young to write the 
things they are thankful for, have them draw it.  Fill the paper 
by the end of the week.
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